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INTCQPUCITON 

Technical FieM 

Hie present invention relates to a method and apparatus for use therein for 
the contiguous detection of multiple analytes in a biological sample using multiple 
IS complementary binding moieties, lite invention is exemplified by the contiguous 
detection of human IgG, human chorionic gonadotropin and antibodies to 
recombinant HIV gp41, recombinant HIV p24, Hepatitis B core protein, and 
recombinant HTLV re-5. 

20 Background 

The in vitro diagnostics industry has been seeking technologies which 
afford the contiguous discrete detection of multiple analytes. As used in this 
application, die term 'contiguous* riders to assays carried out both in the same 
space and at the same time, in contrast to the term "simultaneous", which refers to 
25 assays carried out at the same time, but not necessarily in the same space. As an 
example, chlamydia and gonorrhea infections often are coincident in women. 
Collecting a specimen can be problematic so Oat a angle assay which can detect 
both disease agents contiguously is desirable. Another example is the current 
interest in the simultaneous detection of HIV-1 and HTV-2 antibodies in blood. 
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